
T HESE days it is common to see
high school pupils with cell-
phones, often using instant

messengers or social networking
sites. However, a new youth film fes-
tival has caught the attention of
some youngsters who have turned
their attention to using technology
to make short films.

The Youth Making Movies or
YM2 Festival takes place at the
Labia on Orange Street next Satur-
day, August 27, giving Cape Town
audiences an opportunity to view
short films made by pupils from
Alexander Sinton, Voortrekker,
Immaculata, Westerford, Rusten-
berg, Symphony and Belhar high
schools on the themes of gender
discrimination and stereotyping.
The participating pupils all
watched the documentary Courting

Justice, which deals with these top-
ics, before attempting to make their
films.

The festival will be in the form
of a judged competition, with the
winning pupil walking away with
an editing course at City Varsity.
Cash prizes will be awarded to the
runners up.

Festival organiser Annette Fatti,
who has been promoting the docu-
mentary, says she felt this was fun
to do with school pupils. 

“I have been flabbergasted by
(the children’s) wealth of creativity.
Making movies really transcends
boundaries. 

“They keep it real, about things
in their own lives,” she says

“Kids have grown up on movies,
it’s like their second language.”

They made do with what they
had: “Some made basic Powerpoint
presentations, while others pro-
duced dramatic and astounding
media. They used their friends and
family members as actors.”

Westerford boys Alex Andipatin
and Dean-Ross Parker, both in

Grade 10, are shooting a short doc-
umentary on teen suicide. 

Their still untitled film will fea-
ture four young people telling of the
experience of attempted suicide.

“I would like to move people on
an emotional level because this is a
real problem,” says Alex.

He explains that the subjects of
the documentary are victims of
stereotyping; youngsters who are
thought of as nerds or emos.

Alex is the director and Dean-
Ross is editing and shooting the
film, which is being made at their
school: “I know this school (Wester-
ford), so I will be looking for good
angles to shoot from,” he says.

Dean-Ross is composing the
musical score for the film. And if
they win, Alex says his partner
should take the editing course
prize.

The young director, who dreams

of studying at film school AFDA,
says he is nervous about their film
screening but that participating in
the festival has been amazing.

Immaculata High pupil
Angelique Petersen is submitting
three short films – Who is the Real

Boogieman?, Behind Closed Doors

and an untitled film she is still
working on.

Who is the Real Boogieman? is
about an abused girl looking into a
cupboard for a boogieman and
Behind Closed Doors is about a child
staring through the keyhole of a
door listening to an argument.

“I used my cellphone and a digi-
tal camera to film it and pupils from
my school’s drama group and my
friends appear in the film,” she
says.

The 18-year-old originally want-
ed to be an accountant but is now
thinking otherwise.

“Doing this has shown me what
I can accomplish. If accounting
doesn’t work out, I think I have a
career in video making.”

These are her first films and the
young woman says she is nervous
about the screening.

“I am excited at the same time,

for people to see what I made. But I
am really nervous.”

● The festival starts at 11am
with a screening of Courting Jus-

tice. The pupil’s screenings will
start at 12.30pm. This will be fol-
lowed by a question and answer ses-
sion with the young directors. 

A photo exhibition titled Photo-

speak, taken by Belhar pupils, will
be shown in the foyer of the Labia.

Entrance is R20. For more infor-
mation visit www.courtingjustice.
com
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Young people explore film
The work of budding movie-makers and editors of the future will be shown at a festival at the Labia later this month

YOUNG ARTISTS: Alex Andipatin, left, and Dean-Ross Parker of Westerford High School, both 16, are making a trailer and a
short film for the Youth Making Movies festival. PICTURE: JEFFREY ABRAHAMS

TRIO: Immaculata High pupil
Angelique Petersen is submitting
three short films.
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I’m stronger and happier than I’ve ever been, says Alicia Keys
NEKESA MUMBI MOODY

NEW YORK: Music critics are
invited to see burgeoning singer-
songwriters almost every day. But
when a request came across this
writer’s desk to see a young singer-
songwriter at an intimate showcase
10 years ago, it carried with it high
expectations.

Backed by music mogul Clive
Davis, Alicia Keys was billed as a
cross between Lauryn Hill and
Whitney Houston, a gritty, corn-
row-wearing R&B singer who was a
brilliant, classically trained pianist
with both a stunning voice and
beauty. She was going to be big. Big-
ger than big. Grammy Awards and
multiplatinum sales were more
than hoped for, they were expected.

Keys delivered on the all hype
when her debut, Songs in A Minor,
was released in 2001. The album
established the 20-year-old as one of
the most influential artists of her
generation. Looking back, however,
Keys says she did not expect the
album would make her a superstar.

“This had been a lot of years of
me struggling to put out any music,
and there had been multiple times
where we were like, ‘Oh, it’s gonna
happen, it’s gonna happen’, and it
didn’t. So in a lot of ways in my
mind, I think maybe I was protect-

ing myself,” she recalled.
Now, the 30-year-old can cele-

brate. The album was being re-
released this month with special
editions that include previously
unreleased tracks and video
footage.

“There are certain things you
have to celebrate, like certain birth-
days are more special, because they
kind of represent a growth, so for
me that’s what this is,” she said last
week. She talked about that mile-

stone album and how she has
evolved over the decade.

Had you been thinking about the

anniversary?

I didn’t even really realise it; some-
body else kind of brought it up to
me. (But) as I started thinking of it,
and we started talking about it, I
knew there were tons of songs from
that time that I didn’t put out. I did-
n’t do anything with (them) because
it wasn’t right for the time, but I

thought, “How crazy would it be to
go back and listen to them and fig-
ure out which were ones that I’d
love people to hear.” There are
songs I did when I was 16, 17. It’s
really, really cool.

In the video that accompanies

the rerelease, you talk about

how you weren’t the refined girl

people expected. What were the

adjustments that you had to

make over the years, and how

have you changed?

I was straight off the streets of
Harlem and Hell’s Kitchen. I’m a
real New York girl. So I think that
was kind of a bit of a shock for peo-
ple, especially back then, to see a
real New York girl, and here I was
doing all these interviews. When I
look back at them, I’m like, ”Damn,
Alicia, you could have been a little
gentler.” I had a certain kind of
roughness to me, because that’s the
way I associated with people at the
time; that’s the way that I spoke. I
remember reading a couple of
things where they criticised the
way I used my hands, or the way
that I spoke, or said I was whatever
because I spoke a certain way.
There were a lot of judgments that
definitely made me conscious about
how to start to maybe be a little bit
more aware of how I was coming

off… but I’m still the same me.

How have you evolved musi-

cally?

(What) I really learned about music
is that you don’t understand it.
That’s the part about it. There
really is no formula, it’s all about a
gift, it’s like a moment, and you
don’t know when that moment is
going to come… (Also) I’ve been
able to be more experimental and
just more open and more driven to
do things that are new and different
from me, because as an artist, you
just always want to do things that
are like unique and new and fresh.
You don’t ever want someone to say,
“Oh yeah, that’s that same thing
that she does.”

How has marriage and mother-

hood changed you?

It’s made me so much stronger. I’m
having more fun than I’ve ever had.
I’m happier than I’ve ever been.
And I also realise more the impor-
tance of time, and I realise the
importance of really, really making
sure that you dedicate certain times
to the people that you love.

Do you miss your cornrows?

I do miss my braids so much. Some-
times I’m like, “I’m gonna throw
them back in!” – Sapa-AP

ON SONG: Alicia Keys says marriage has made her stronger. PICTURE: REUTERS
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